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and propagate her teachings! She had to find
the people scattered through the world who weitT
likely to appreciate and understand her. Although
Madame Blavatsky was a pupil of one of the Great
Masters and was entrusted with this piece of work,
we must not suppose that ^ the precise details and
methods of action were given to her; nor do we^
find that she herself fully understood, at first, all
the teaching which, later, she was to give out so
abundantly.

In 1870 she returned from the East, meeting with
her customary adventures en route, for a dreadful
explosion occurred on her ship, and she was among
the very few on board who were picked out of the
water. She managed to reach Cairo, where she
suffered many inconveniences until money reached
her from Russia. In Cairo, she found a certain
number of people who were interested in Spiritual-
ism, and concluded that it would be wise to start
work among them. She hoped to show them that
she herself could produce at will the phenomena
which ordinarily they obtained through a medium,
and thereby to awaken their interest in the deeper
side of her teachings. But her efforts met with no
success, as a number of quite unsuitable people
attached themselves to her and speedily brought the
little society into such disrepute that Madame
Blavatsky severed her connection with it, although
she had already given some important demonstra^
ttons of her own powers.

She again met the venerable Copt, of whom we
have already spoken, and saw many of the wonders
of Egypt; in particular she passed a saight in the
black darkness of the King's Chamber in the Great
Pyramid, ^ comfortably settled in a sarcophagus ! A
characteristic recreation ! One other acquaintance
she made at this time who ought to be mentioned,
viz., Madame Coulomb, then attached to a small